
HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE QUARTER

30 HOURS 
of training for early 
education teachers

44 RESEARCH 
water activities led by our 
marine team

53 VOLS
participating in 3 
countries

R87 562
in donations were 
received

1 6 5 2
3Children assisted in Social Projects 2017

and counting.
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The African Responsible Tourism Awards exist to recognise 
organisations who are making significant contribution to 
responsible tourism, or as Harold Goodwin, Chair of the 
Judging Panel says the ambition is “to use tourism to 
make better places for people to live in. This also benefits 
the industry: great places to live are great places to visit.”

“The Gold and Silver Award winners should be particularly 
proud of what they have achieved; they have been 
recognised as being leaders in a Responsible Tourism 
movement where more is expected each year.”

Heidi van der Watt, managing director of Better Tourism 

Africa, pinpointed what makes the Award winners the 
leaders in responsible tourism in Africa:

“Our winners have a vision that extends beyond 
the commercial – linking business success with the 
wellbeing of local communities and the longevity of their 
environments. They want to make profits with principles, 
communicate balance sheets alongside beliefs, and 
won’t undermine passion in the pursuit of professionalism. 
They are resilient, determined, humanising advocates for 
their destinations. They are the future of tourism in Africa.”

All Out Africa are proud to have been selected for this 

AOA WINS A GOLD AWARD FOR BEST SPECIES & HABITAT CONSERVATION 
AT THE AFRICAN RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL AWARDS 2017
BY SARAH CORLEY (DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEER & STUDENT TRAVEL)

TOP STORY

award and want to thank all our partners 
over the years including universities 
(Swaziland, Florida, East Anglia, 
Louisiana, Auburn and Alberta) and also 
the sending organisations who facilitate 
placement of students and volunteers 
with us.

The Judges’ reasons for choosing All Out 
Africa as the Gold Winner were:  

“With references from universities in 
Swaziland and Florida attesting to All Out 
Africa’s contribution to both research 
and education on habitats and species 
the judges were particularly impressed 
by All Out Africa’s social-entrepreneur 
approach to solving the problem of 
insufficient ecological information 
and capacity to enable successful 
conservation. 

Over the last 12 years All Out Africa has 
enabled 500 international volunteers to 
contribute meaningfully to conservation 
through data collection and supported 
and trained over 100 local students in 
field-based conservation and ecological 
research, With activities in Swaziland, 
Mozambique and South Africa they 
have supported the education of 15 
local students at MSc level and more 
than 1000 undergraduate students from 
both local and international universities.”

Sarah Corley, Director of Volunteer & Student Travel at All Out Africa, proudly accepting the award on behalf of the team!



There is a relationship between poverty, vulnerability and 
educational achievement, this inequality is what many 
organisations are striving to reduce across the globe. So how 
can a relatively small organisation like All Out Africa make 
its contribution? Well we assist seven pre-schools, we call 
them NCPs (Neighbourhood Care Points) which reach about 
300 orphan or vulnerable children. The concept of an NCP 
was advised by UNICEF as it is a way to keep orphan children 
within their communities as a result of the HIV crisis which has 
a devastating impact. The idea is that families struggling to 
look after children (many of whom may be a distant relative) 
send their children to an NCP where they receive two meals 
and a safe space to be. Swaziland is now trying to provide 
some form of preschool education at the NCPs now, because 
the children attending the NCPs tended to do less well at 
primary school, they lack basic skills such as holding a pencil, 
knowing the alphabet or numbers.

So we decided that we must give our children the best 
possible start in lives by helping them develop the skills and 
knowledge they need to transition into and do well in their 
first year of primary school.

Planning commenced and it was soon discovered that our 

NCP teachers who are local community members needed 
some help and support with teaching and our own All Out 
Africa volunteers were willing to help but we’re unclear as 
to exactly what their role should be. So an All Out Africa 
NCP curriculum was born with the aim to aid teachers in the 
classroom, give volunteers a clear role as an assistant to the 
teachers and most importantly to give a good and consistent 
preschool education to our children.

Much research was conducted locally and internationally 
and qualified teachers assisted in the development of a 
curriculum. At the end of 2016 one term had been produced 
and adapted following testing with the teachers. The 
achievement towards the end of the year was a week of 
teacher training conducted. We are ready to launch!

2017 will see the two remaining terms completed, more 
teacher training sessions and a training program for 
volunteers being launched. We hope to see engaged teachers 
and focused volunteers coming together to give our children 
a brighter future and changing lives.

More details about the curriculum will be discussed in a 
future blogs, so stay tuned! 

NEW NCP CURRICULUM FOR 2017
BY SARAH CORLEY (DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEER & STUDENT TRAVEL)

SWAZILAND PROJECTS

HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE QUARTER 

NEW PLAYGROUND AT MVUTJINI NCP
Children learn through play.  This was 
evident when a jungle gym was built at 
Mvutjini NCP and joy was written all over 
the children’s faces. Screaming, jumping 
and shouting was the order of the day. 
This jungle gym will help the children to 
develop their gross motor muscles (big 
muscles) and help with their physical 
development while having fun at the same 
time! Big thank you to a volunteer donation 
that made the new space possible!

_______________________________ 

43 UNI STUDENTS
Participated in SRC research projects

_______________________________ 

GLOBAL GIVING PARTNERSHIP
All Out Africa Foundation became a 
permanent member of Global Giving. This 
was achieved with the support of a number 
of both current and past volunteers and 
over 40 donors raising over $5,000 during 
the March Global Giving Open Challenge. 
Being a permanent member will enable the 
Foundation to fundraise effectively from both 
individual and corporate donors worldwide.

_______________________________

MUSIC WORKSHOP
Two NCP Teachers attended a Music Training 
workshop at Edugate Centre to equip them 
with teaching skills in music for early years. 
This has enabled them to incorporate more 
music into the classroom activities which is 
benefiting close to 50 children.



As we gathered in this small room with these talented, 
thoughtful, enthusiastic group of 7 teachers. We crammed 
this small room which we call our “boardroom”. Though with 
different character’s, from quiet to cheeky but surprisingly 
they just clicked from the word go and they worked together 
sharing ideas as we went on with our teacher training. We 
had FUN!! While learning.

This teacher training initiative was to try to empower our 
volunteer teachers who work at the 6 neighbourhood care 
points (NCP’s) that we support. Our dream as All Out Africa 
is to turn these NCP’s into formal pre-schools, hence Early 
Childhood Care Education (ECCE) is a crucial stage in a child’s 
development. The training was not only to empower the 
teachers but also because the children deserve quality ECCE 
as the saying goes- Great teachers create great students!

EARLY EDUCATION - NCP TEACHER TRAINING
BY EUNICE NKHAMBULE (NCP COORDINATOR)

SWAZILAND PROJECTS (CONTINUED)

These women persevere as they work against all odds under 
limited resources but because of the passion they have 
for the children they are still with us, so this training is to 
mentor and coach them in order to succeed in what they 
already do. I was joined by a volunteer in her 50’s from 
England her name is Cecilia. She made things so easy with 
her flamboyant character and loads of energy. She always 
brought this vava voom in the room while teaching us songs 
for music and movement. When the teachers lost focus she 
was quickly able to bring them back on track.

After 4 days of training the NCP teachers were awarded 
with certificates by the founder (Kim) they were so proud. 
Looking forward to 2017 and watching them further develop 
all that they have learnt whilst they were in the classroom!

HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE QUARTER 

NCP CURRICULUM ROLL OUT
After several months anticipation, we 
have officially finalized and rolled out the 
NCP curriculum for Term 1! All the NCP 
teachers were involved in the development 
of the curriculum, whose aim is to give all 
our NCP children a standard and good pre-
school education, capacity build teachers 
and provide a variety of learning methods 
for teachers to use. This new curriculum 
will also help to give more structure to the 
volunteer experience. 

_______________________________ 

474 CHILDREN
Participated in NCP sports days

_______________________________ 

INTRODUCING E-PAP
With the assistance of our Nutrition 
Intern, we conducted a weight and 
height assessment of the children at 
Mvutjini, Mlidazwe and Nkhanini NCP’s in 
preparation for the pilot study on “E-Pap” 
(E-Pap is a new pourage that contains extra 
vitamins and supplements). The study is 
to help ascertain whether the health and 
nutrition of the children can be improved 
by introducing E-Pap into their diets.

_______________________________

SPORTS CURRICULUM UNDERWAY
Sports Coordinators were trained on Pre-
primary Physical Education syllabus this 
quarter. The aim is to develop a sports 
curriculum for the NCP’s that is in-line with 
the national pre-school education curriculum.



We are delighted to announce a new volunteer placement with 
Snipers Basketball club as part of our Cape Town program.  
This amazing organisation was established by Bryn Mbuwula a 
sport enthusiast who had a passion for developing youth.

Bryn established a boys’ basketball team which plays regularly 
in the Cape Town basketball league.  Members practice 4 nights 
a week after school and on Fridays they complete homework 
to keep focused on studies. It aims to give youth activities 
to fill their time productively, be healthy and do better at 
school. The team became a success and a girls’ team has now 
also been established.

The members are all from Imizamo Yethu Township, a 
remarkable and diverse place with a great sense of community. 
Unfortunately poverty, unemployment, drug use and gang 

SNIPERS BASKETBALL CLUB
BY SARAH CORLEY (DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEER & STUDENT TRAVEL)

SOUTH AFRICA PROJECTS

violence troubles this township. The club has brought health 
and fitness into their lives as well as helping to improve 
their academic achievement at school and avoiding negative 
lifestyles. It most certainly gives its young members more 
chance to succeed in life.

The role of the volunteer helping out on this project is to 
help at the practice sessions, so anyone with knowledge 
in basketball, fitness or nutrition are actively encouraged 
to apply. Those slightly less sporty will provide mentoring 
and support to the players, plus helping with life style 
development. Volunteers are also welcome to go along 
to matches held at weekends to support the team! The 
placement will usually be combined with morning work at 
local preschools.

HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE QUARTER 

AOA FOUNDATION CHILDREN’S 
FUND RECIPIENTS
Snipers Basketball was a successful 
recipient of the first, All Out Africa 
Foundation Children’s Fund, receiving 
R3000, and 30 new basketballs so they 
can keep practicing. 
Hout Bay Association for Persons with 
Disabilities (HBAPD) also received R2796 
for their gardening project giving some 
of their clients the opportunity to 
learn gardening skills and also growing 
produce they can use in their coffee 
shop to generate income..   

_______________________________ 

R43 693 DONATED
by volunteers & partners in Cape Town

_______________________________ 

COFFEE SHOP UPGRADE
One of our volunteers made a generous 
donation to Hout Bay Association for Persons 
with Disabilities (HBAPD) of R13000. The 
funds were used to purchase equipment 
to upgrade the coffee shop at Bethesda. 
HBAPD clients can be trained to work in a 
coffee shop or sew items with the aim of 
skill development, enhancing employability 
of their clients and generating funds to run 
the centre.

_______________________________ 

TRAVELWORKS VISITS SA PROJECTS
Special thank you to our partners at 
Travelworks who donated R13000 to 
Little Angels.



Following Cyclone Dineo in February 2017, large scale 
damage occurred across Inhambane Provice. AOA raised over 
$3000 (USD) in donations to assist in the rebuild of 5 local 
schools and 7 orphanages. 

A research project with the aim of assessing the impact 
of the cyclone on the marine ecosystem has also been 
designed, which is starting with collecting information on 
reef regeneration in collaboration with several Tofo dive 
centers.  

This information continues our reef health monitoring 
and will allow us to compare the reefs before and after 
the cyclone, and assess the successional regeneration, 
and even allow us to investigate changes in reef health 

AFTER CYCLONE DINEO
BY KATIE REEVE-ARNOLD (DIRECTOR MARINE RESEARCH & WHALE SHARK CONSERVATION) 

MOZAMBIQUE PROJECTS

over the past decade of AOA volunteer reef health 
data collection.  In order to do this we commence with 
several new techniques:  In 2015 and 2016 we worked on 
benthic cover assessments from transects, quadrants and 
photographs.  In 2016 we spent time on video transects 
which can be assessed later by divers.  

All this continues in 2017 with our end goal being 
development of a stereo-video rig for accurate 
measurement of biomass as well as presence and 
abundance of fish and benthic organisms.  The stereo-
video projects will shortly begin in collaboration with 
the rig’s designer and reef-specialist, Australian scientist 
Caine Delacey.

HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE QUARTER 

eDNA PROJECT COMMENCED
All living things leave traces of themselves in 
the world they pass through. By sampling the 
water we can look for trace DNA from whale 
sharks in the environment to see if they have 
been there or nearby.  This environmental 
DNA or eDNA can tell us what is there when 
we can’t see it.  Are there more sharks 
there than we are seeing?  In January 2017 
we designed and started a year-long whale 
shark eDNA study to look at this, working with 
scientists from University of Copenhagen and 
whale shark specialists all over the globe. 

_______________________________ 

14 WHALE SHARKS
Recorded by research volunteers

_______________________________ 

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS
Increasingly blooms of algae are being 
recorded around the world which can 
negatively impact fish stocks and human 
health. In January 2017 (and in collaboration 
with Louisiana State University), All Out 
Africa started a year-long investigation 
into the waters around Tofo looking for 
these algae and these toxins, enabling us 
to assess whether there is any threat from 
them to human health.

_______________________________ 

RETURN OF ‘RODNEY’
AOA MRC had great swims with ‘Rodney’…..
as whale shark MZ-505 became affectionately 
known.  Rodney was doing well in Tofo waters 
– the only area in the world where he has ever 
been recorded – over 10 years later!



The Al Out Africa Impact Report is available on our 
website, quarterly.

You can also keep up to date with the information in this 
document as it happens, by following us on our social 
media pages and on our blog!

If you would like to be a part of the All Out Africa IMPACT, 
we would love to talk to you about how to get involved!

THANK YOU!
TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS & PARTNERS WHO HAVE MADE THIS IMPACT POSSIBLE!

T. +268 2416 2260  | info@alloutafrica.com | www.alloutafrica.com


